
Communication and Language

Linguistics 100

Section: D100

Term: 2014 Summer

Instructor: 

Dr.
Cliff Burgess

Office: RCB 8310
Tel: 778.782.4114
Email: burgess@sfu.ca

Discussion Topics: 

In LING 100 we will begin to explore many aspects
of language as a uniquely human property. In each of the topic areas, the
emphasis will be on evaluating different points of view and the arguments
supporting one position or the other. Some of the subjects well look at
include:
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the
     biological basis of human languagehow
     language connects to cognition, culture, and thoughtlanguage
     structurethe
     neurological basis of language and language disorders language
     acquisition (both first and second)languages
     of the worldhow
     and why language changeshuman
     language vs. animal communicationevolution
     of human languagelanguage
     in societywriting
     systems
Many issues pertaining to communication and
language are still the subject of dispute. We want to be able to come to
principled conclusions about some of these matters. Why? Because its stuff
that affects us all!

Grading: 

Two
midterm exams (one worth 20% and one worth 30% of your final grade), iClicker quizzes worth 
10% of your final grade, and a final exam
worth 40%.

Required Texts: 
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 Contemporary linguistic analysis: An introduction,
7th edition [2011]. William OGrady & John Archibald (editors).
Toronto: Pearson Canada. ISBN 978-0-321-71451-0

Additional readings will be announced in class, e.g., article downloads from
the SFU Library.
 iClicker 

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: None

Notes: 

Note: This course may be applied towards the
Certificate in Liberal Arts or the Certificate in Teaching English as a Second
Language, but not both. 
Linguistics program students cannot count this course towards
their breadth requirements unless in joint or double majors, extended minor, or
double minors program.
 
Students
should familiarize themselves with the Departments Standards on Class Management and Student
Responsibilities at 
http://www.sfu.ca/linguistics/undergraduate/student-resources/department-standards.html#main_c
ontent_text
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Please note that a grade of FD may be assigned as
a penalty for academic dishonesty.
 
Student requests for
accommodation of their religious practices must be made in writing by the end
of the first week of classes or no later than one week after a student adds a
course.
 
Students
requiring accommodation as the result of a disability must contact the Centre for Students 
with Disabilities
(778.782.3112 or csdo@sfu.ca).

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


