The Ant hropol ogy of Chil dhood

Soci ol ogy and Ant hr opol ogy 332

Section: E100

Term 2000 Fal

Instructor: Dr. Noel Dyck

Di scussi on Topi cs: Eveni ng, Burnaby Canpus

Al t hough children in nost societies are conmmonly said to reside at or near the centre of
donestic life, there is enornobus variation in the ways in which they are ideol ogically and
practically incorporated into social worlds. This course will focus upon the social, cultura
and political construction of "children", "childhood", and "youth" in the contenporary world.

We shall trace a range of theoretical, substantive, and nethodol ogi cal concerns that have
emerged in the rapidly developing field of the anthropol ogy of chil dhood.

How can ant hropol ogy extend our understanding of relations between children, parents, and
adult communities? How can an appreciation of the dynam cs of children's lives and the
specificities of childhoods in different tines and places contribute, in turn, to a

br oadeni ng of scope and sophistication of anthropol ogy as a social science? These and ot her
guestions will be pursued through course readi ngs, sem nar discussions, and ethnographic
research projects.

Grading: Mdterm Exam nation: 40%

Term Paper: 40%

Sem nar Presentations and Participation: 20%

Requi red Texts: Stephens, Sharon, ed. Children and the Politics of Culture

Princeton University Press, 1995

Thorne, Barrie. Gender Play: Grls and Boys in Schoo

New Brunswi ck, NJ: Rutgers UP (1993)

Recomrended Texts:

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es:

Prerequi site/ Corequisite: SA 101 and one of SA 201, 263, 286 or 293.

Not es:

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was maintai ned by SFU

Student Services and the University’s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data mgrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



