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MEDIA RELEASE

Spring Convocation June 7-10 celebrates more than 5,000
new graduates
June 02, 2016

    Print

Contact: Marianne Meadahl, University Communications, 778.782.9017; Marianne_Meadahl@sfu.caPhotos: http://at.sfu.ca/jEZYXZMore than 5,000 students are eligible to graduate during Simon Fraser University’s Spring Convocation ceremonies June 7-10.They join more than 137,000 alumni who have graduated since SFU opened its doors 50 years ago.And as SFU concludes its 50th Anniversary celebrations, the University will confer honorary degrees on eight individuals,recognizing their outstanding achievements:
June	7,	9:45	a.m.	David	Gillespie, an award-winning SFU adjunct professor and research scientist with Agriculture andAgri-Food Canada, recognized for his groundbreaking scientific achievements in the field of entomology.	Ceremony:	faculties
of	Applied	Sciences	and	Environment;

June	7,	2:30	p.m.	Keith	Beedie, business leader and philanthropist, founder of the Beedie Development Group, who hashelped shape the landscape of Vancouver and beyond.	Ceremony:	Beedie	School	of	Business;
June	8,	9:45	a.m.	Nigel	Lockyer, an internationally recognized experimental particle physicist and former director ofTRIUMF, Canada’s national laboratory for nuclear and particle physics, who now leads the Fermi National AcceleratorLaboratory in the U.S. Ceremony: Faculty	of	Science;
June	8,	2:30	p.m.	Evaleen	Jaager	Roy, a business and community leader and former SFU board chair; during her tenurethe University expanded to downtown Vancouver and laid the plans for future development at the Burnaby campus.Ceremony: Faculty	of	Arts	and	Social	Sciences;
June	9,	9:45	a.m.	Robert	Bringhurst, a celebrated author and poet who has written more than 40 books of prose andpoetry and is renowned for translating and interpreting Native American oral literature. Ceremony:	Faculty	of	Arts	and
Social	Sciences;
June	9,	2:30	p.m.	Mary	Ellen	Turpel-Lafond, a lawyer, scholar, humanitarian and advocate for Aboriginal people, childrenand youth. A judge currently on leave from the Saskatchewan Provincial Court, she is B.C.’s first representative for childrenand youth, and a member of the Muskeg Lake Cree Nation. Ceremony:	Faculty	of	Arts	and	Social	Sciences	(includes	special
arrangements);

June	10,	9:45	a.m.	Geoffrey	Massey, who along with his business partner Arthur Erickson helped design, create and realizethe SFU Burnaby campus’ distinctive, innovative and world-renowned architecture. Ceremony: Faculty	of	Education;
June	10,	2:30	p.m.	Izzeldin	Abuelaish, a Palestinian physician who, despite tremendous hardships and the tragic loss ofthree daughters during the 2009 Gaza War, has devoted his life to promoting hope, human rights and peace between
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Palestinians and Israelis, and the world. Ceremony: Faculty	of	Health	Sciences.
Fast	Facts:• According to Universities Canada (UC), graduates across all disciplines are reaping the benefits of experiential learning. Ona national scale 100,000 undergraduate students were involved in 2,500 co-op programs offered by 69 Universities Canadamember institutions, including SFU, in 2015.• Engaging students in university research helps drive innovation. Universities nationally performed over $13 billion inresearch and development in 2014. Nearly 60 per cent of undergraduate students are exposed to their professors’research and efforts to solve some of the world’s most pressing problems. At SFU, which recently launched its SFU	Innovatescampaign, students have access to myriad resources, including mentorship and programming, to help advance theirinnovations.• More students are benefiting from studying and working abroad, with 97 per cent of Canadian universities offering theirstudents international experiences. Many SFU students participate in field schools and other exchange opportunities acrossa wide range of disciplines. UC found that 82 per cent of employers who hire recruits with international experience sayemployees’ global awareness impacts their competitiveness.
About	Simon	Fraser	UniversityAs Canada's engaged university, SFU is defined by its dynamic integration of innovative education, cutting-edge researchand far-reaching community engagement. SFU was founded 50 years ago with a mission to be a different kind of university—to bring an interdisciplinary approach to learning, embrace bold initiatives, and engage with communities near and far.Today, SFU is Canada’s leading comprehensive research university and is ranked one of the top universities in the world.With campuses in British Columbia’s three largest cities – Vancouver, Burnaby and Surrey – SFU has eight faculties, deliversalmost 150 programs to over 35,000 students, and boasts more than 135,000 alumni in 130 countries around the world.-30-Simon Fraser University: Engaging Students. Engaging Research. Engaging Communities.
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