
Archaeology of the Old World

Archaeology 272W

Section: D100

Term: 2010 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Brian Hayden

Office: EDB 9631

Phone: 778.782.4781

email: bhayden@sfu.ca

Office Hours: TBA

Discussion Topics: Humans differ from other living creatures both in their physical 
appearance and in their unique and complex cultural behaviour. 
Our physical appearance is the result of millions of years of 
biological evolution (covered in ARCH 131); but our present behaviour
is also the result of long cultural development beginning at the level of 
hunting and gathering wild foods. Some people have suggested that we are 
all still physically and emotionally hunter/gatherers trying to adjust to the foreign 
conditions and style of life that food production and city life have 
forced upon us. 

This course deals with many questions and issues relevant for understanding our origins. When 
does cultural behaviour begin and how may it be recognized in its most rudimentary forms? 
Over many hundreds of thousands of years how did early hunting bands cope with problems of 
survival in a hostile and improvident environment? Why did hunters and gatherers abandon 
their nomadic lifestyle to take up farming? In central areas of the Old World, the cultural 
behaviour of the earliest food producers evolved rapidly into town and then city life, 
brining with it benefits and pestilences such as warfare. Why did these changes happen so 
swiftly? The written history of human behaviour begins only some 5000 years ago and ignores 
about 99.5% of the time during which humans existed. This course deals mainly with that long, 
unwritten period of our past.

Grading: Midterm 40%

Exercises 60%

Required Texts: Scarre, C. 2009. The Human Past: World Prehistory & the Development of Human 
Societies. Thames & Hudson.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: ARCH 100 or 131

Notes: Breadth  - Social Sciences

Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability must contact 
the Centre for Students with Disabilities 778.782.3112 or csdo@sfu.ca.

All students are expected to read and understand SFUs policies with 



Archaeology of the Old World

regard to academic honesty and student conduct (S10). These policies are 
available at the following web address: 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/Students/index.html

Deferred grades will be given only on the basis of authenticated medical 
disability.

This is a lecture course with no tutorials.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


