Interdisciplinary Graduate Sem nar
Contenporary Arts 811

Section: D100
Term 1999 Fal

Instructor: Allyson day

Ofice at HC. TBA

Phone at HC. TBA

Di scussion Topics: This is a conbined first and second year sem nar required of all students
taking the MFA program The structure of the course is built on a bal ance between
presentation and di scussi on of assigned theoretical readings and student tal ks on their
recent and current studio work. The theme for the assigned readings is "technol ogy and the
arts.”

Technol ogy as a neans to an end will be critically exam ned through various course readings.
Most artists working today make use of technology as a part of the process of naking work.
The traditional idea of studio practices or nost fine arts practices is that the body of the
artist is the necessary point of reference in terns of the ability to craft a work. The use
of technology in the arts seens to have an enbattled relationship to this notion of craft and
the humani st notions of art practice as a specifically enbodied practice. W will be |ooking
at the questions that arise in our engagenent with technology as artists, and how each of us
answers these in our own practices.

For second year students this course is intended to allow you to begin your first draft of
your graduating project essay/thesis. For first year students this course is intended to
hel p you devel op your ability to articulate your practice in witing, anchoring it in
contenporary and historical theories and artistic processes.

Grading: 20 % Septenber Presentation of work

25% Oral Presentation

35% Paper

20% Cl ass Participation

Requi red Texts: Culture on the Brink: |deol ogies of Technol ogy Edited by G etchen Bender and
Timothy Drickery. Bay Press Seattle, 1994.

Addi tional readings on Reserve in the library. The first reading of the senester will be
El ai ne Scarry, "The Merg

Reconmended Text s:

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es:
Prerequi site/ Corequisite:
Not es:

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was naintai ned by SFU
Student Services and the University’'s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
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