
Introduction to Stage and Production Management

Contemporary Arts 171

Section: D100

Term: 2009 Fall

Instructor: Gary Harris

Office: TBA 

Discussion Topics: This course is designed to provide an overview of backstage and 
administrative practices in the performing arts.  It is of value to any artist intending to 
present or produce their work in public.  It will introduce stage management and production 
administration in the performing arts, using both academic and professional productions as 
subjects for investigation.  Guest speakers from various areas of expertise may present 
classes drawing from their various experiences.

Study Topics

 The role and methodology of the Stage Manager

 The role and methodology of the Production Manager

 The organization of the production team - chains of command

 The roles and variations of support and technical staff

 Financial planning for staged productions

 Company administration models

 Performance values in the backstage world

Course Requirements

There will be a one two-hour lecture and one one-hour lab per week required for this course.  
Students will be required to see two shows during the semester.  One show must be a formal 
large scale production, such as an Opera, Musical or Ballet, while the other show must be a 
smaller scale production such as a local independent theatre group.

Grading: Attendance and Participation  25%

Attendance in lectures and seminars is mandatory as well as active participation in class.

In-class Exercises & Assignments  60%



Introduction to Stage and Production Management

A series of approximately four brief in-class exercises and attending two shows that will 
involve writing/presenting a critical evaluation

Final Project  15%

Projects may involve various aspects of stage and production management.

Required Texts: Custom Courseware

Recommended Texts: Stage Management (Seventh Edition), Lawrence Stern.  Boston, Allyn and 
Bacon, 2002.

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: None

Note:  May be of interest to students in other departments. )

Notes: May be of interest to students in other departments.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


