
Internatill1al Women's Day 

When Canada was tit! Ie mort: 
than wilderness, women 
shouldered the common struggle 
with men. Such women were thc 
wives of rhe first coal mincr.~ on 
Vancouver Island who stood side 
by side with their men in strikes 
waged over a period of hal f a 
century, culminating in the great 
Vancouver Island coal strike that 
began in September 1912 and 
ended two years later in August 
1914. 

Women fought beside their 
men on the picket lines and in 
their homes to keep their 
families fed on meagre strike 
pay. 

Their .~pirit is rcwrdcd in onc 
paragraph of a repon of a 
meeting held by the Miners' 
Liberation League in 1913. Mrs. 
Porter , wife of a miner sentenced 
to jail , told the meeting: "Twice 
have I bcen put out of my house 
and home, through strikes, in the 
past 25 years. But I shall 
continue fighting." 

It was the women in the labor 
movement and particularly the 
socialists among them who gave 
the various .~uffrage leagues a 
militant character. 

IIclena (;utteridge of the H.C. 
Suffrage League was a member 
of the ' delegation ' scnt to 

.. , (;(')iiThOl1t p'rcm icr McBn~de with , 

Inlernalional Women's Day, March 8, t:onlnlCllu'rat(""~ 
the militant activity of women in indu~try in tll("" early 
I ~O()\ and specifically a strike called )JY sudalist WOll1Cll 

of the garment industry in New York on March H, 190H. 
Clara Zetkin, a leader of the (;erman Socialist Party, made 
a motion at the meeting of the congress of the Second 
International in 1910 that March H oc declared 
I ntemarional Women's Day. It was declared an 
international working e1ass holiday in honor of women's 
.qruggles. 

their demand for the franchise. 
His answer was "The 

provincial executive is not in 
agreement on this question of 
the vote for women and for my 
part I am unable [0 subscribe to 
the views you offer today. The 
home would be neglected and 
women would no doubt sit in 
parliament when they had the 
vote, then form a women's party 
and run the affairs of the 
country ." 

In 1918, women in provinces 
where they had the provincial 
vote were allowed to vote in the 
federal elections and in 1920 it 
was accorded universally 
irrespective of provincial rights. 

Ilowever it was not until 1940 
that (luebec women gained the 
franchi se , finally granted as a 
result of Mme. P. Casgrain's 
leadership of the League for 
Women's J{ ights. 

The fight for the franchise 
was only one part of the basic 
struggle. It cam e a s a 'result of 

large scale eapitali.~t development 
and the employment of women 
in industry during World War L 

Women became ... tore clerks, 
cleaners, laundry workers and 
umkilted workers in munitions 
plants and various manufat:turing 
plants. Timid and anxious for 
work, ignorant of indu~1rial 

ways, these women were an easy 
mark for unscrupulous 
employers. Their low wages, 
long hours and miserable 
working conditions oceame a 
threat 10 everything the unions 
had won. Ilowcver they soon 
realized that they mu!>1 join the 
struggle and began to participate 
in union organization. 

Through the grim years of the 
Hungry Thirties women were in 
the strikes, the hunger marches, 
the struggle against the barren 
existence of the relief camps, 
against the degradation of relief. 

In Vancouver, led by . such 
women as' Annic Stewart, Effic '" 

J ones, StJ.~it· Lane Clark and 
I klen Mathieson, they formed 
the Mothers' Council, whose 
militant campaigns for the 
unemployed forced concessions 

from reluctant 
governlllt"lIl .~ . 

During: World War II, 
thulJ.~ands of women entered the 
war plants, ma~1ering trades and 
skills f{'w women had ever 
wurked Lefore . Women ran the 
streetcars and the machines that 
wurked the farms, yet they still 
battled discrimination on the job 
- for equal pay, adequate 
nurseries and day care for their 
children. 

Today, hu ndreds of women 
across the country arc forming 
women's liberation groups to 
carryon the fight around issues 
like equal pay for equal work, 
e(lual joh opportunities, and day 
care centres. 

Ilou5Cwives, students and 
working women are organizing to 
change the society that treats 
them as seeond·clas.~ citizens, 
denie .~ them safe birth control 
and free abortions. channels 
them inlO narrow, pre·planned 
roles, and uses them as unpaid 
labor in the home and a pool of 
cheap labor for industry. 

"Women of the past we will 
not betray , y..ov - we too \t '! 

fight u... .-:rtak"· t ad't th ~ 
t 'land '6f the PCOt 



~J'i' J!'lt\:~EI f lir t :5~ft~C I;~ 
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Rosa Luxemburg was born in 1870 in Russian 
Poland. At an early age she became interested in 
political and economic studies, which eventually 
converted her to Marxism. In 1893 she assisted in 
founding the Social Democratic Party of Poland and 
Lithania. Three years later in Germany she was 
recognized as one of the notable economic theorists 
of the Social Democracy. 

Her preoccupation with theory did not lead her to 
abandon revolutionary activity; in Warsaw in the 
years 1905-06 she played an active role in the 
revolution. After World War I began she attacked the 
German Social Democratic Party for their support of 
the war and as a result she spent the years from 1915 
till the end of the war in prison. During this time her 
revolutionary writings were smuggled out of prison, 
were widely circulated and gained influence. When 
the Berlin workers' uprising broke out Rosa 
participated in it despite her conviction that it was 
premature; and during this revolution she was 
arrested and later "murdered", 

At the time when she was in prison friends tried to 
persude her to withhold her pamphlet "The Russian 
Revolution" from publication as being premature and 
possible harmful to the revolution, but she 
maintained that "honest criticism" was always in 
order. What does Rosa Luxemburg mean by "honest 
criticism" or "oPPOSi7n to the regime"? She was 

Women in 
Rosa Luxemburg 

WOMEN DECLARE 
WAR 

Laws can be changed very quickly in war time; a 
state of national emergency. Women's Caucus feels 
that the deaths of thousands of women yearly from 
illegal abortion, plus the tragedy of unwanted 
pregnancies, are such an emergency. 

The successful demonstration on Valentine's Day 
in Vancouver was only the beginning of the campaign 
against Canada's inhuman abortion laws. On Sunday, 
February 22, Women's Caucus met to map plans for 
action to culminate in the ' Canada-wide actions, 
focussed on Ottawa, to be held on Mother's Day, 

The meeting began with a general discussion of the 
campaign, and how to make it effective in achieving 
the o~jective, the right to control our own bodies; 

The present law denies all women the right to 
abortion on request. But it affects poor and working 
class women most severely. Safe abortions (legal in 
Britain and Japan; illegal in Vancouver) arc available 
- but only to those who can afford to spend a great 
deal of money. 

Women active in the Abortion Information 
Service, reported that their experience shows that the 
medical profession, as well as the law, is responsible 
for the inability of women in Canada to obtain safe, 
legal abortions. The law allows abortion when the 
"health" of the mother is threatened, and docs not 
define health. The doctors themselves ,have defined 
"health" in the most narrow and conservative way. 

This means that the removal of abortion from the 
criminal code would not necessarily m~:an that 
women would have the right to make that decision 
themselves; those who control the medical profession 
would still have that power. 

The priorities of this system - the profit 
motivation of the drug companies; and the free 
enterprize, fee for service organization of medicine -
prevent women from achieving safe, effective birth 
control, ineluding abortion. Just as the abortion laws 
are biased against poor and non-white women, so is 
the whole system of research around birth control. 
What little research has been done on the pill and 
other birth control devices has involved the usc of 
poor and non-white women as guinea pigs, with little 
regard for the consequences 

We recognized however the danger of narrowing 
our effores solely to the issue of abortion. We 
tried to learn from the exp('Tienee of the 

We tried to learn from the experience of the 
suffragette movement. When the vote was won, the 
movement collapsed. The result was that the vote 
meant very little for women. 

Those at the meeting felt that the only guarantee 
of lasting success in this struggle would be a 
movement of women strong enough and confident 
enough to challenge any future attempts to restrict 
rheirrights. 

Mother's Day, or even the changing of the law, 
cannot be seen u an end in itself, but only a part of 
be prOCftS Of I~ing tbat movem~n{j.) When. the 
n~ tingifiv ' I-;W' ~ tilE actions to build up 

to Mother's Day, it was agreed that these actions 
should be l~nked as much as possib.le to the organizing 
work that IS going on now with hIgh school students, 
university students, working .... 'O!llen, women on 
welfare,ete. 

To be effective, the eampai!,'" must deal with other 
problems that restrict the right of women to control 
their own bodies. For instance, the false morality and 
double standard around dating would make high 
school women feci guilty using birth control, even if 
it were available to them. 

For women everywhere, the right to abuniun docs 
not uu/olllalicolly bring equality in society; but this 
right is a necessary step towards the liberation of 
women. The fact that women do not comrul thcir 
own bodies is essential to the maintenance uf thc role 
of women as unpaid worker in the home and as cheap 
labor in industry ('why pay hcr more? She'll j~st get 
pregnant and quit'). 

In demanding safe abortion and birth control, we 
arc demanding thc right to control our own liv(.'S. We 
do not accept socicty's definition of us as wives and 
mothers only; we demand the right to make other 
choices. 

Research and Action 
Areas of rescarch wcre outlined, with the hope 

that the information gained will provide the basis for 
building a((ions around the medical profession, the 
drug industry, the hospitals, as well as the 
government. 

Anyone imercstcd in participating in any of these 
research groups should contact Women's Caucus 
office: 

- birth control: how, where and on whom research 
is done; the lack of thorough rcscaH·h; the 
suppression of research. Why, how thc drug industry 
and the medical prokssion profit out uf birth 
conuol. 

-hospital boards & the medical proft'Ssion, DOW 
the medical profession is controlled; wllu ho~pital 
board members arc; pOSSible alternatives to the 
present organization of medicine (i.e., Sask. 
community clinics experience) 

- the mechanics of the prescm law 
- the popUlation explosion argument: It is 

necessary to a((umulate facts and arguffi(O[, on this 
to make clear that our position is to give women 
control of our own bodies, nOI to l,nable a minoril)' 
to control womcn (particularly non-white women) 
through f·omfmi.mry abortion or birth (ontro!. 

Women Declare War on Ottawa 

On MOlher's Day, thousands of women across 
Canada will declare war on Ottawa. Women frum all 
over the country will demonstmlc in the (apital 
Local demonstrations in support will be hcld. 

Women arc no longer prepared to sit quietly while 
our lives arc determined by others; while our sisters 
die. Now is [he time to act! 

Join the campaign. Call Women's Cau(US, 
879>9722> Send . donations to , 307 , W. Broadway ,' 
Vancouver 10, marked for [he Abortion Campaign. 

referring to the attitude of nonacceptance of the 
status quo, of constant questioning and challenging of 
fundamental assumptions. She was concerned with 
active struggle within a society of which she was a 
member and was a strong advocate of uninstitutional 
revolution.Rosa Luxemburg's controlling doctrine was 
not democracy, individual freedom, or spontaneity, 
but participation leading to class·consciousness and 
revolution. 

Rosa studied law and capitalist economics in 
Switzerland where institutions accepted men and 
women on equal footing. Rosa never wanted to claim 
woman's privileges but she did not want to accept an 
inferior status either. When founding the Socia: 
Democratic Party her sex was irrelevant to her and 
she indignantly refused to accept that her natural 
habitat was in the women's movement, though later 
on before her final arrest she had planned to attend 
an international women's conference. Rosa also 
fought for suffrage for women as well as the men. 

Although Rosa Luxemburg was not an activist in a 
specific women's movement, her concepts appJy to 
tile present women's liberation movement. She 
believed in social and political revolution, 
participation in the revolution of the immediate 
society and most important the non acceptance of 
the status quo. 

- SYLVIA KITCHING 

The sad little boy stands by me 
He shows me 
The letter from his father 
who died last -..veek 
he told me about happiness 
With his eyes 
I learn about sadness 
The three legged dog hobbles 
to the call 
from his master 
who chopped off his leg 
and laughed 
Mrs. Jones from down the hall 
has never been out of her room 
for five years 
she locks the door 
and tells me through the keyhole 
about the niggers 
who are taking over the world. 
And her son 
who wears mascara 
and lipstick 
and lives with a Communist queer 
brings her supper 
and pays her rent 
I pass the hippy 
from down the hall 
who was beaten on the head 
in a peace march 
and smiles 
at this ten year old girl 
who plays on the stair 
with the rat 
she found in the crib 
I knock on the door 
my mom answers 
and says 
I can't come in 
until the men callers 
have left. 

BY GAEL KOOB 
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HUNDREDS PROTEST 
ABORTION LA WS 

More than 250 women and men marched through 
Vancouver Valentine's Day to begin a three-month 
national campaign to remove abortion laws from the 
criminal code. 

Sponsored by Vancouver Women's Caucus, the 
marchers carried banners reading "Illegal Abortions kill 
12,00') a year in North America", "Abortion is our right" 
and "We demand safe birth control." 

"We're going to change the abortion laws this year," 
said Betsy Meadley, organizer of the march. "If we work 
together we won't have to wait till next year, or the year 
after. We can do it now." 

The campaign, coordinated with women's liberation 
groups across Canada, is based on the fundamental right of 
every woman to control her own body. This means she has 
the right to safe and effective birth control and abortion so 
that she can decide if she wants to be a mother. 

The women's guerrilla theatre effectively 
communicated to marchers and passers-by the cruelty of 
the present abortion law. 

A "Mother of Six" appeared before a hospital abortion 
committee to plead her case for abortion. After being 
wound in red tape, she was informed by the doctors that it 
was "too late". Abortion denied. 

A third woman told the hospital committee she was 
raped. Abortion denied. She had German Measles. 
Abortion denied. But when she re-appeared in a fur coat 
and with handfuls of money, the doctors quickly granted 
her an abortion. 

The existing federal abortion law is biased against poor 
and working women, for legal abortions in Britain and 
Japan and safe illegal abortions in Vancouver cost betvveen 
$500 and $1,500. 

GUERILLA THEATRE 
By DIANA MOORE 

Two days before the kick-off 
demonstration for the abortion 
campaign being launched by the 
Vancouvt:r Women's Caucas, a 
few of the caucus members were 
recruited to do guerrilla theatre 
as part of the demonstration. 

The demonstration was 
schedu led to begin at I :30 p.m. 
Saturday. By ll:OO p.m. Friday 
night, not only was the skit still 
disturbingly formless, but the 
players themselves were still so 
shakey that they had to ask the 
four member audience to leave 
as they wefe too t:mbarrasscd to 
perform in front of them. 

Saturday I woke up feeling 
deeid~ly nauseous. I kept 
thinking of being stranded in the 
midst of Saturday crowds, a 
recognizable member of a 
colossal flop. T.he rehearsal had 

been disaster enough, but the 
thought of the two mem bers 
who had not been able to make 
the Friday rehearsal and who 
had to be clued in, in the hour 
hefore our first performance, 
made me really ill. 

We were supposed to meet in 
the public washrooms outside 
the court house. When we gOt 
there it became evident that 
none of our members had 
recently fclt the urge in the 
vicinity of the court house. The 
space where the washrooms had 
been was all hole, foa y feet 
deep, and part of the Eaton's 
Cemp excavation. So the troupe 
that had quailed before an 
audience of four in its first 
rehearsal, had its second in front 
of the cOUrt house -<tnd tht: 
whole city. 

The five Valentine's -Oay 

performances \rtre smashingly 
successful, which is 
understandable, as we, in 
company with all good 
revolutionaries, had God on our 
side. 

So a regular guerrilla street 
theatre troupe was formed. This 
troupe will perform twO sorts of 
activities. The most frequent will 
be unrequested raids doing 
protest skits on various topical 
issues, including, of course. 
abortion. The second activity 
will be to co-operate with any of 
the local radical groups who 
request our assistance with 
demonstrations and marches. 

For the raids; regular troupers 
will be used. As our members 
increase we will create two 
raiding parties to be used o n 
alternativc days of the w::ck, so 
that, ' without · exh(lusting our 

Denied an abortioQ by the committee, one woman 
turned to her only alternative - a black-hooded, evil hack 
abortionist. After paying a huge sum of money, she was 
given a chemical potion and soon after died, 

It is estimated by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
that 100,000 illegal abortions are performed in Canada 
each year. At least 2,000 of these women die and more 
than 20,000 are admitted to hospitals for post-abortion 
complications which result in disability or death. 

A counter-demonstration of five women with picket 
signs claiming "abortion is murder" joined the march. 

Margaret Benston, Women's Caucus member, said, "The 
march was significant in that more and more women are 
beginning to realize that we must work together to change 
the abortion laws. 

"Together we can do anything." 
When the march reached Victory Square, Mary Borsky 

gave a speech on the growing movement of women across 
North America to demand abortion as our right. 

Dr. Richard G. Foulkes, medical director of the Royal 
Columbian Hospital, told a public meeting in the evening 
that the final decision on abortion should be made by the 
woman with an unwanted pregnancy, whatever the reason, 
and her medical advisors. 

Efforts must be made to prevent unwanted pregnancy, 
he said. "Until such time as we can prevent unwanted 
pregnancy, the backstop of therapeutic abortion must be 
available - unfettered by unjustified legal restrictions and 
by prejudice," 

The present campaign will culminate with 
demonstrations across Cana'da on Mother's Day, focuSed. 
on Parliament in Ottawa. 

Join the fight. Call Women's Caucus at 879-9722 or 
write to 307 W. Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. 

members, we can pull one raid 
daily. For these raids, as for the 
demonstrations. the members 
will wear black hooded capes 
streaming with brightly colored 
scraps and ribbons of satin over 
their costumes. Each member 
will carry a doth bag containing 
props. The idea is that such a 
get-up will he readily 
recognizable, and serve to 
remind passersby of the 
questions raised by any previous 
skit they may have either seen or 
heard of. Also, by carrying the 
props in this way the troupe can 
arrive, perfonn, and disappear 
with maximum rapidity. 

For any particular 
demonstration additional 
members, from the organizations 

. com:erned. will be·oneou raged to 
I; l ~" . "l' f.'.' c.: , '1 '.l' '...~ {. 

participate. 
The trou~e intends to avoid 

overloading the audiences. Our 
main attempt will be to get 
people to laugh. as we believe 
this to be a more efficient way 
of changing attitudes than 

.. moralizing. Members will not 
engage in heated or militant 
exchanges with individuals on 
the street. Again, because we 
consider such contest are 
inefficient in so far as effecting 
soc ial change is concerned. 

Any men or women 
interested in joining the groupe 
are welcome to corne to 

rehearsals at 1378 Water Street, 
Mondays, 7-9 p.m., or to phone 
either: 732-9018 (Shelagh, or 
879-9722 (Women's Caucus 
HQ). 



WOMEN CELEBRATE 
International Women's Day will be celebrated here in Vancouver 

in two days of events, On Saturday, March 7, at 8:00 at the Labor 
Temple, Vancouver Women's Caucus presents an <."Vening of theatre, 
films, song and story to dramatize many aspects of women in hislOry 
and in t heir present roles. On Sunday, March 9, films and discussion 
on the role of women in contemporary society will take place in the 
Labor Temple, 307 W. Broadway at 1 :00. " This Is No Time for 
Romance", "Caroline" and "Women on the March" from the 
National Film Board will be shown. 

The Saturday evening festival is entitled "Bread and Ro~s," from 
the title of a song written during the great Lawrence, Mass. textile 
strike of 1912, In that struggle, 20,000 workers walked out of the 
mills in spontaneous protest against a cut in their weekly pay. 

Workers had been aVLTaging 58.76 for a 56-hour work week when a 

state law made S4 hours the maximum for women and for minors 
under 18. The companies reduced all huurs w 54 but rcfuso.:d to mise 
wage TalCS to make up for the average loss of 31 cents per week 
suffered by each worker because of the reduction in hours. 

This caused the walkout which rocked the great New England 
textile indu~uy. Under the aggressive leadership of the Industr ial 
Workers of the World, t he strike was militant and successful. 

During one of the many parades conducted by Ihc strikers, SOllie 
young girls carried a banner with the slogan : "We want bread and 
roses too," This inspired James Oppenheim to write his poem, which 
was set to music by Carol ine Ko hl saat. 

~Ii am OJ OJ OJ OJ J J iii OJ ;j J J [) 

~. ;1 J J J OJ OJ J r J I r I I. 1 J 

England - 1915 
By Sheila Rowbotham 
Repr inted f rom Socialist 
Woman, Briroin 

In 1912, a vacant baker's 
shop in Bow was taken over, and 
the sign Vote! For Women 
appeared in gold letters above 
the entrance. It was the 
headquarters of the East London 
Federatio n of the Suffragettes. 
Behind the move to Bow was 
Sylvia Pankhurst for whom the 
emancipation of women became 
inseparable from the Socialist 
Revolution. Indeed the 
movement for the vote in the 
East End raised inescapable 
social issues which embarrassed 
some of the feminist ladies who 
were later to prove such sound 
patriots in the first World War. 
Before long the rest of the 
Pankhursts were at loggerheads 
with both the branch in East 
London and with Sylvia. They 
liked neither hcr politics nor her 
company. The contradiction 
within feminism was to produce 
anincvitable rift. 

In 19 14, a deputation of siX 
members of the East London 
federation went to see Prime 
Minister Asquith. He had finally 
consented to sec them after 
Sylvia Pankhurst, pale and weak 
ftom hunger-strike had been 
carried on a stretcht:r 
surrounded by indignant women 

from the East End to the House 
of Commons. The demand for 
the vote was put in very real 
class terms. 

Mrs. Ford who had started 
working at eleven and Struggle 
for years to keep a sick husband 
and children as a 
n ee d Ie wo ·ma nan d 
t~"ouser-pn."Sser told him how she 
had been sacked because she 
would not sleep with the 
foreman. 

Jessie Payne a shoe-maker 
who told him how when her 
mentally defective daughter had 
been removed to a padded cell in 
Poplar workhouse and she had 
tried to remove her she'd been 
told she had no say in it. The 
husband had [Q apply. 

[n jail, Miss Pankhurst wrote 
poems 'Writ on Cold Slate'. 
She was contemptuous about 
'the good, who flutter on the 
Stock Exchange striving w 
corner food or bring off wars.' It 
was this· same contempt which 
made her oppose World War I. 
When the main body of the 
suffragette movement rushed to 
support the war effon, she 
exposed continually, the class 
interests behind it. 

In 1916 everything seemed so 
clear Sylvia wanted the British 
Labor movement to learn 'the 
Bolshevik way of dealing with 

France-1897 
from The Strond Magazine, 1900 edition. 

A women's '~daily" has for a long time been the dream of some 
"advanced women". in England and America. By some strange irony 
of circumstances the: practical realization of this dream has been left 
to the gay and frivolous Parisienne - as she is pictured, that is, by 
her Anglo-Saxon sisters. 

In the autumn of 1897 the following advertisement attracted 
some amount of attention throughout France· 

Women form the majority of the population in France. ThouiQnds of 
women, sp inStcTS or widows, lIZ"e living in independenee of men . Women pay 
taxes, though they cannot vote, contribute by their manual or intellectual 
labor to the wealth of the nation, and claim the right to be heard on all 
quest ions pertaining to the society of which they arc members equally with 

La Fronde, a women's journal for women, will be the fa ithful edlO of their 
feclings,wantsandelaims. 

On the boulevards this announcement was received with no small 
amount of ridicule and derision, and when it was learned that the 

. rie·w 'paper 'was to be entirely produced by the work of women, it 

the world'. It seemed tOO in 
1918 as though they would. She 
welcomed the police on str ike 
for bener pay into the 
'workingelass army' and looked 
for the commi<.'S co strike next. 
While concrete questions of 
social class had erupted on to 
the surface when the feminist 
movement was in it's mili tant 
phase, with middle age, 
respectability and the liberal 
demand of the vote granted, 
they disappeared. Not only was 
it difficult to find new forms for 
the old enthusiasm, but because 
feminism had found it's symbol 
of liberation in the vote, because 
it had expressed itself in liberal 
termS, it was hard to translate a 
socialist feminist consciousness 
convincingly lOto marxism. 
Feminism went one way, 
revolution another. Not 
surprisingly, ·Sylvia Pankhurst 
found it difficult to hold in 
balance the original feminist 
impetus and the more 
compelling one of social 
revolution. Instead of bringing 
Into marxIst theory the 
conseiousness of another group 
struggling for liberation in the 
way the movements of the black 
eolonial people were to do later, 
red feminism arrived as a limping 
fellow traveller, and simply 
hitched itsclf behind the 

workers' movement hoping to be 
drawn along imo socialism. 

The theoretical 
divide between Sylvia's Marxism 
and Mrs. Pankhurst's bolshevik 
bogeys meant that 'feminism' 
became synonymous with the 
assertion within the capita list 
power structure of the rights of 
bourgeois women. It developed 
much more in terms of specific 
welfare organizations and 
Improvements. 

It is for us too, to make 
the connection, to relate the 
liberation of women, both to 

immediate and rC".llistic social 
demands and to rcvolutionary 
th<.'Ory. We have to hold a 
double consciousness as womcn 
and as socialists. Wc have to 

recreate a red fcminism which 
docs not apologi¥.c for itsclf, 
which demands social f(."Volution 
from the logic of its own 
situation and not someone else's. 

BOOKS, (;<."Orge Dangerfield, 
The Strunge /Jeri/I! of Ubl'ru l 
Engwnd. David Mitchell, WOIIII~n 
Oil th,' Waf/mIl!. Marion 
Ramelson, /'''tlieout N"bdlion. 
Sylvia Pankhurst, Wril OIl Culd 
Slale. Sylvia Pankhurst, TI!,~ 

SIlffrufjr-lIf' Mf>!II"/IIelll, V.I. 
Lenin, I .. ~fl Willfj (:/llI/mllnism, 
and IlIfullliI(' lJi.wlnll!r. 

was freely prophesied that the "fad" woul.d not last a month. But 
when the first number of I.a Frondr- appeared on Dccembcr 9th, 
1897, the tone complctdy changed. Thc press gcnerally gave thc fair 
new-comer something betta than a chivalrous wekomc, and 
200,000 copies were sold. In a short time the sound editorship, 
accurate information, and philosophic style of Lu Fronde caused it 
to be dubbed "the Times in petticoats" - a sobriquct which its 
conductors smilingly accept<.-d as a high complimt·nt. 

It has celebrated its second birthday, and looking at a copy of 1.a 
frunde in comparison with its Paris contemporaries, I should 
unhesitatingly conclude that the first daily journal "F'lIIiuiu and 
fernin/sle" had come to stay. . tu frondr' shows a 
strong interest in the welfare of W(Irking ..... umen - among whom it 
circulates largely - and has organi;o;ed a special department for the 
benefit of the female "unemployed". In politics gcnerally i[ is 
Radical and Republican, and - true to the best instincts of women 
- is all for peace and amity in international relations . 

f';xlnwbfrom "1IoClli Minh 011 '1'111' 
if! IVOIrWIf of Vic/rwIII. 

-1969 

'. Day) 1952, he said : " In the 
, womcn art· shouldl'ring an 

Important part I I is beingembcllisheJ through 
thc labor of our womcn, young and I Al"ler the restoration of pean· in thc 
North in 1954, the State promulgatcd laws and regula£ions to protcct the 
int<.'fcsts of women. "To get much labor r wc must frt"C the working force uf thc 
women, who make up half of socit·ty. to fr<."C the women 11lcans that thc 
building of socialislll is only half ,·,····"'1" " .• " .,." •. 
womcn, . that is, liberating ha lf 
<.'fadieate fcuda l and bourgcois i 

"I hope that the women 
courage and ability to shouldcr all 
and the cntirc p<."Ople, defend thcir I 
thc resistance against American aggrcssion 

, Among the workshops held at thc 
was a womcn's libcration workshop. The 
springmarchApril l llth 

The workshop was chaired by Janid 
d iseussion opened by an cxpression 

, . . ,. r ·'·~ l. t~' ~ ,··~rt l·~' - 'I , • . , ; '." ' ... I~ ,- -, ." II f - '. H \' 

Russia -1917 
fX("f'(/J I.<fmm Till" 1 /i.~'or)'of.'lll' 

Uu.~.<i.UII Il"ltolulwu II)' 1,'·011 Tro,.,ky 

I l u l ,'ru'llimwl ll '/lulI'lf:~ 1'"Y. ll/u,,·1I II. 11'11.' 

1,,'IIruury:!] bl' till" 'lId Uu.<.<iml Cu/,'utlflrl 

The 23nl of Fcbruary \\~IS 

InteT1lational Woman's Day. The 
social-democratic circles had 
intended to mark th is day in ,I 
!.JCncral manner : by mcet ings, 
speechcs, ktl"kts. It had nOI 
IICcurred 10 :1nY' llle that it might 
bceome the first J ay o f tlK 
revolution. Not a singk 
org..lni7.'lt ion called for st rikes on 
that day. What is morc, even a 
Bolshcv ik organi/.atio n, and a 
most Illil imnt one - the Vyborg 
borough-comm it tee, al l W'lrkcrs 
~ was opposing strikcs. 

On the following morn ing, 
howev<.'f, in spite of all 
'directives, tht· wo men textile 
workcrs in sevt'fal factories wcnt 
on strike, and sen( dekg:ncs to 
the metal workers with an 
appeal for support . "Wi th 
rdunance," writcs Kayumv, 
"t he I~olsheviks agrwd 10 this, 
and thcy wert· followl·d loy thc 
workers - Mcnshcviks and 
Soc ia l 1{<."Volutionarics. But oncc 
there is a mass strike, one must 
call cvcrybody into the strcets 
and take thc lead." Such was 
Kayurov's decis ion, and the 
Vyborg committec had to agrec 
to it. "Thc idea of going into the 
st reets had long hecn ripeni ng 
anlOng thc workcrs; only at Ihat 
moment nobody imagincd where 
it would lead." Ln us h"Cp in 
mind this H:stimony of a 
partICipant, Inlportant for 
undcrstanding the mcchanics of 
theevcnts 
Wo man's [)ay passeJ 
successfully with cnthusiasm and 
without vinims. I ~ut what it 
concealed in itself, no onc had 
guessed <."Ven hy nightfall. 

Un thc following ,lay tht· 
movement not only f:lils 10 
diminish, hut douhk"S . Aloout 

o ne-half of the ind ust r ial 
workcrs come to the fadllrics III 

the Ilwmi ng,i lltstead of going l\) 
work they hold 11Iect i llg.~, t hen 
begin proccssiolls toward the 
ccnt re. New d istricts and new 
groups of the popul:!tioll ;Ire 
drawn into the muvemcnt. The 
slugan "l\reMI!" is crowded out 
or obscurell by louder slogans : 
" Down wit h ,\U tocr:u:y!" " I)own 
with t he War!" 

Thus the fact is that tilt" 
February revolut io n was bl)::un 
from below, uV<'Tcoming the 
resistance of its 
rCVOlu l i,.n,lry 'Irgani7.ations, t he 
initiative be ing lakcn ,If their 
own ,lccunl by Illc most 
oppresscd and 1IIIwntroJ den part 
of the proletar iat thc WOllicn 
textile workers, among them no 
doubt many sold ins' win·s. The 
ov<.·rgrown brcaJ -lint·s haJ 
providc,1 the last stim ulus. 
About YO,U()O w\Jrkcrs, men and 
W011lcn, wcrc on str ike that day. 
The fighting mood exprcsSl:d 
itself denwnstratiolls, 
mectings, cncounters with the 
police. A mass of w\J11lcn, 
not all of thcm workers, flocked 
to the municipal du ma 
dcmanding bread. It was like 
demanding milk from a he-goat. 

" The prorncnad ing 
crowd wa.~ sympathetically 
d isposed towards us, and Soldicrs 
in some of the war-hospitals 
grectcd us by waving whatcver 
was at hand." 1I0w many clearly 
rcali/.cd what was being ushercd 
in by j this ~ympathctic 'Waving 
fro III sick soldicrs 
demonslrating workers? 
lThis was thc beginning of the 
"Fcbruary Revolution" which 
hrought down thc Czarist regime 
and led ultimately 10 the 
"OclOber l{cv\Jlutiun" of 1917. 1 

U.S.A.-1970 
/{f~,"il!l"" fr/llll "Hullt ..1i/l ', M(· H"I,..," (."u/ijorniu 

Ashland, Ma.ss. (LNS) " It's not ev"n a 'Iucstion of priorities. 
Thcrc arc mcn's jobs and wvmcn's joh.s. And ror Ihc !)lore d,·siralole 
jobs, men havc absolutc rights" 

This is how ont' male strikcr at Ct"!lcral Elct"tric d~·s<: ribed the 
company's trcatl1lcnt of womcn workers. Ikmands for ],cltcr 
treanncnt of womcn arc a crucial rocu .~ of the nationwillc, 
multi-union (;1·: strike although thcy h,lve received little.: puhlil·ity 
from the pr<.""Ss. Thcsc ,le.:mands arc ccntral to tht· SITU~1e.: at plants 
like thc (;E Ashland plant where ahout 80'", of Ihc wurkcrs arc 
women. 

W\J/llen at the Ashland plant afC hirt·J r'lf two main kinds'lfj'l!Js 
One is working on individual machines and the othcr is asscmbly-line 
work. I ~Olh of th<."Sc arc thc lowesl paying jobs at Iht· plant, even 
though thcy arc far more difficult than many of thc highcr paying 
jobs. 

"No man lin this pLlnt I worb as hard as a woman," pointed out 
one woman strikcr. "The mcn get scared as hell when thcy look at 
machines , yet thc womcn arc still g!:tting lcss than lhc Swt·cpcr~" 

Canada-1970 
I<"llfill"'dfmm Th,' 1,'·"J1,·'.,,,,/di.<lw,I/,y III<" (:<lnmli",r 
I'U/II mid I"I/II"( 1I '"r/ii"TX l 'ni"'l. 

By SHARON LAMBE RT behind in the area of job ratl! 
adjustments and that a thorough 

Since the passing of the highly invest igation oi job content must 
touted Human Rights Act of be donc. It was a lso il!lt that 
Bri t ish Columbia, t here has been 
an increased interest in the 
"Equal Wages for Equal Work" 
concept. The Human R i~lhts Act 
actu ally does not en force this 
concept any more than the old 
Equal Pay Act, however. 

there are many jobs now being 
done only by men that could ljc 
do ne by women as well, if !.liven 
the opportun ity. A complete 
examina t ion of all jolls must be 
carried out to ascer tain wh ich 
ones women could do, women 
then should be encou raged to 

On Monday, J anuary 12th, apply fo r these jolls if interested 
1970, Local 5 held a meeting and integration of seniority made 
with some of t he women in ou r wherever I){)ssible. The meeting 
Local to diSOJss this problem at of J anuary 12th, 1970 passed a 
length. Jean Rands of Vancouver motion covering these points and 
Women's Caucus in will recommend implementation 
att en dance and answered of In up·eoming 
nu merous quest ions penaining to negot iations to the Local 5 
discr imin ation in this area. Execut ive. 

There are , of course, many 
prob l ems in vo lve.d in 

She pointed out while the implemen ting equal treatment 
Human Rights Act and the Equal on the job. One is the fear some 
Pay Act before it prov ide for women have, which is 
"equal pay for equal work" in cap i talized on by the 
theory, in practice many Companies, and that is that they 
employers get around this w ill be "phased out". that men 
because: will be hired if ehcap femafe 

A- There is no law that labor isn't wai lable. This has 
prevents them from hiring men 
for a particular job and refusing 
to hire v.tOmen (as show n by the 
Male Help Wanted and Female 
Help Wanted categories in the 
dai ly papers, Canada 
Manpower, etc. 

B- A difference of title to 
what is virtually Ihe same job: 

been t ried and it has been found 
that many of the jobs that 
women are now doing, being 
repeti t ious and requiring 
precision, are jobs that men 
either can't do (I'm not being 
prejudiced here - p roduction 
resu lts bear me out) or don't 

do. Certain ly 

e.g. a nurses aid and iJn orderly ~ elim ination of 
they do the same vvork under the discrimination won't be easy but 
same cond it ions but a nurses aid it can and will be done if the 
makes 1/3 less than an orderly women in our Union are 

How does all this relate to us. determ ined enough, and the 
in the Union? Well, iirst of all it 
seems that we are the lucky ones, 
on ly t 2% - , 5% of all working 
women in British Columbia arc 
organized (lnd enjoy the 
protection that the Collective 
Agreement provides regard in(j 
Seniority, Job Postings, etc . 

men, being Ihe advocates 01 
justice and fair Illay we know 
they are, support us. And don't 
worry fellas., we won't chai~ 
ourselvC5 to your lamp posts. 

To obscurc Ihe exploitatiollof women evcn funhl"r, (;1·: ,dso pays 
wonlcn on .diffcrent machines diffcrcnt ratcs. (lncc again, (;1·: uses 
thi~ policy to lwttrcss the fiction thal Ihc jol's they do account for 
women's low wages and nOI thc eomp<lny's perv:Jsivc discrimination 
against womcn. All thc womcn at Ashland havc signed a pctition 
dcmanding that womcn gct paid the samc r,lte no matter what However, there arc some very 
machine thcy opcratc. serious d iscrepancies in our 

Whcn ncgotation.s werc juS! starting, lhe worncn went Ihrough th" industry. 

All kidding aside, this is just 
the beginning, for there is still 
85% of better of women 
working who do not have thc 
recourse through unions we do 
and we must in fighting for 
ou rselves, make sure we fight on 
their behalf as well. 

list of all their gri<."Vancc~ and madc up a set of dcmands which wcre First of all, there is the 
decidcd on hy men and women togcther. Nul only have these "Female Base Rate" iJnd the 
demands consist"nlly Lcen dcnied hy thc Cll1l1pany, but the "Male Base Rate" that exists in 
company has even .rcfused to consider Ihe wumcn's situation as:J many of our agreements. There is - Till .. l'I .. III·:S"' ''1. i~ pulol;,I",,\ m"nth 
valid subjcct for negoti,nions. as high as 50 cents jlCr hour Iy loy V~,, ~~ .uv<·r W"IU~,,·, Cau,·u,. 

There ,Ire 1100 .,llOlllen who work at A~hland. of thesc, 1045 difference between these two 307 W. Ilmadway. Vanwuwr. Sub· 

:;:~l~:r. afe pai~cl~~~~lill~~ ~11~~1 ~~~\\I~r~:I'j::l~l ~;;'~:~c:otl;;e \h~l_tral:~ ~:~i~~ries~m:~:e ~ha: a :~~:~ ~~;P,~t~:::~'. 1~~;,~;::Y~,~~~;~n~l~ ~:Xi~:r 
pay ~~ak "f whi~h \15% of Ihe W"IllC!l ,nih:r, don ' l "ven sce the attending the January 12th ;::;~~~~j~~::(~:~:~I~:. ·~;~~~::;\~;u~:~~,~ 
hol1(,m fUm!., meeting that they arc lagginq l:d'Uf. . 
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Getting Broken to the Harness 
By LAURA NEAME 

There are human institutions 
which attempt to uplift and 
ennoble the human spirit, and 
there are institutions which 
attempt to degrade it. The 
Vancouver Department of Social 
Service is in the second category. 

There is an evil inherent in the 
welfare system which cannot be 
remedied by even the most 
munificent increase in welfare 
rates; and this is the wrong done 
to the human spirit in the name of 
charity. 

The aim of the Welfare 
Department of Vancouver is to 
provide financial aid to those 
unable to provide for themselves. 
The methods used to achieve this 
end are based on the assumption 
that 'cannot' and 'will not' are 
usually synonymous, and that 
anyone so Iowan the economic 
totem pole should need and 
expect only enough assistance to 
keep them alive and moving. The 
Vancouver welfare department has 
no concept of human dign ity. Its 
end is degradation, and its means 
is humiliation. 

The assumption of inferiority is 
apparent from the moment a 
welfare applicant steps into the 
waiting room of the Vancouver 

. department and proceeds to the 
intake desk, only to be told 
sharply that she must take a seat 
until called. There are no sings to 
indicate this as a procedure to be 
followed. There is no reading 
matter available, unless she visits 
the washroom, where she may 
read a luridly colored poster 
announcing 'Could be have given 
you venereal disease?'followed by 
the address and number of the 
social hygiene centre. 

The wait can be anywhere from 
five minutes to an hour, at which 
time the applicant is given a form 
which requests details of financial 
status, loans outstanding, length 
of residence in Vancouver etc. The 
social worker' looks over the 
application, warns the applicant of 
the dire consequences of lying, 
and makes an appointment with 
an intake INOrker for one to three 
days later. All appointments must 
be made in person, not over the 
phone. It is almost impossible to 
cut through the mounds of 
bureaucratic red tape. 

I witnessed a woman in her 
early twenties trying to make 
application for herself and her 
husband, whom she said was 
mentally ill. She was told that the 
male of the household was 
automatically its head, and the 
head of the household must be the 
one to make application for 
......elfare. She must , obtain a 
doctor's certificate of her 
husband's inability to appear. The 
fact that it could be a matter of 
days before she was able to get the 

, ' certificate, and the -fact that this 
"' ,"", . ,.!' , 

conversation took place at the 
intake desk, in full hearing of 
those in the waiting room seemed 
not to be a matter of concern to 
the social worker in charge. 

Emergency cheques for those 
with nil food and nil money are 
not considered in this stage of the 
proceedings. People who are 
absolutely broke are referred to 
the Salvation Army welfare 
centre. There, they can sometimes 
obtain an $8 food voucher 
redeemable at Woodwards if they 
satisfy the Army of their honesty 
and penurity. Unfortunately, it is 
a four mile walk over the Granville 

Bridge from one office to the 
other, and the office closes at 
4:00 p.m. 

After returning for a second 
appointment, the welfare 
applicant is interviewed by 
another intake worker and the 
application is gone over in greater 
detail. Disbelief and distrust in 
any statement made seems to be 
the accepted attitude. Any 
slowness or hesitancy in ans.....ering 
statements is pounced upon as 
evidence of lying. 

If the social worker is satisfied, 
however, that the applicant is 
completely poverty stricken and 
thoroughly [:lumiliated, she will 
make an appointment with a case 
worker. This appointment can be 

. anywhere ffom three to (ive days 

later. At this point it is possible to 
apply for an emergency cheque. If 
the department is convinced of 
the need for it, the cheques can be 
ready in two or three days from 
that time. It must be picked up in 
person at a specific time and 

. ,place, and can be cashed at only 
one bank. 

The case worker, the only 
social worker to have long term 
contact with the welfare recipient, ' 
is the final step in a long series of 
humiliations. In the Vancouver 
Social Service department, the 
intake workers and the case 
workers are located on different 

if the recipient can prove he needs 
extra money for medicine, car fare 
to and from the hospital, for rent 
above the amount provided in the 
basic cheque, and for other 
reasons, This information was 
provided to me by Mr. Thompson 
of the welfare department. Only a 
few receive these extra benefits, 
however, and these are often the 
old hands who have been on 
welfare for years and who know 
its ins and outs. 

Mr. Thompson also spoke of 
training programs which allow 
people to receive welfare while 
training to be technicians, 
secretaries, hairdressers, and even 
teachers. He said however, that 
most welfare recipients were too 
stupid (sic) to be able to benefit 
from this type of traini ng. This he 
said, was the reason so few of 
those on welfare were in fact on a 
training program. 

There are absolutely no 
provisions for rehabilitation 
within the welfare program itself. 
Once a person is on welfare, the 
system seems to fight any effort 
made to become once again a 
functioning member of society. If 
she manages to find a part time 
job, and makes over' $20 a month 
at it, it is deducted from her 
welfare cheque. 

Most women on welfare are not 
'stupid, although they are not 
formally educated to middle class 
standards. For the most part they 
talk of specifics, concretes, and do 
not seem to abstract from thier 
observations of individual actions 
to come to any general 
conclusions about society. They 
are subjective rather than 
objective in orientation, inevitably 
seeing situations from their own 
position in society , and the 
economic system, rather than 
taking an objective view. In other 
words, they criticize t he attitude 
of a specific social worker, but do 
not make a general criticism of the 
bureaucracy which produces and 
trains social workers. 

These are indications of an 
intellect appl ied to much more 
immediate ends t han the social 
scientist and university student. 

floors, and communicate They must solve their own d?'y ~to 
principally through files and day difficultIes and problems. In 
memoos. By the time the such a situation, it is useless to 
applicant has been filtered speculate and orga nize for the 
through the intake floor, and future, for the fU lU re seems to 
bubbled up' to the case worker, it hold no more promise than the 
is assumed that she is satisfactorily present. The more energy 
broke,and broken to the harness, expended on distant goals, the' less 
Her honesty is no longer called there is for the immediate 
into question. problems of food and shelter, 

This results in a marked change Organization of .....elfare women 
of atmosphere, It is more pleasant, in order to change the conditions 
free and relaxed : Without the of a welfare institution, in a 
constant assumption that one is society which is by nature 
lying, the impulse to lie is inefficient and inadequate, is no 
reduced. Here, the only problem is final answer. However, it can and 
the administration of the cheque. would bring. a measure of security 
The basic welfare cheque for a . and ,dignity into the lives of 
person with no dependents was women who have, at present, no 
$75 a month until recently, and is hope of fitting into society, nor of 

, .', ; . , t" '"."' , ' " . , J.J .• ',' , I, ' I. Qo~, . ~~,~' Extra money is available~~,:i::~~'~.?~. ~t~~~~:~~~':~~;A;:;Z~~~ 
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Indian women MEN'S CORNER 
DOUBLE 

OPPRESSION 

Dr. Dennis Fir, father of six, 
said Tuesday, "Tremendous 
damage is being done by the 
strip mining activities of Kaiser 
Resources Ltd." 

Wearing a black, pin'striped 

don't like stepping outside my 
normal role of worker and 
bread·winner, but my wife has 
been most understanding - she 
went out and got a job." 

Diana Fir. practicing lawyer 

~:.t w~i~ m~~~~~ytie.~~!:c:~ ',r _---.."..,...,...,. 
immediate end to all coal mining I 

in the area Kaiser controls. 

with Sykes, Dykes and Lawton, 
Ltd., said she was pleased her 
husband had a chance to expand 
his activities. 

'We've had no real problerr 
adjusting," she said. 

By ELLEN WOODSWORTH 

Why do we allow ourselyes to 
permit discrimination and racism 
}o physically and mentally 
exploit our Indian sisters? 

We must begin to understand 
that <to fight against any sister 
regardless of color or culture is 
to fight against ourselyes. When 
f ighting against any sister or 
allowing men to do so, we are 
putting ourselyes down and 
holding down our struggle for 
self-determination. Our feelings 
of prejudice have been instilled 
in us to falsely bolster our 
imposed self-images. But that 
obviously is not the real 
problem. 

The problem is that all 
women have been refused their 
own identity. We have had to 
clutch out for identity through a 
husband or through children or 
through decorating ourselyes in 
time with the ever changing 
commercials and unfortunately 
even to the extent of believing 
that we are superior to our 
non-white sisters. We should 
know by now that something is 
wrong somewhere when the idea 
of superiority comes up. Yet we 
have been jealous ~f the images 
we have of non-white women. 
We have believed that they were 
more sensuous. More free. While 
all the time we have been trying 
to find ourselYes at the cost of 
losing ourselyes. 

Are we really blind to the 
picture on the TV, the stories in 
the press, the reality of Hastings 
and Carroll or of men, white 
men, treating Indian women 
w?rse than animals. 

We must recognize that our 
Indian sisters are fighting a 
double battle which we should 
be sharing, to be' women and to 
be Indian women. 

White women begin learning 
as soon as they can observe as 
children that mommy bleaches 
her hair, tries to act very 
feminine (which has come to 

. m~a~ ,eassiYe, delicate, in other 

';~~o~oats :~~~t:~{~~:~~i;~1~ 
I <-'f,:' -.,,:; .~ 

Speaking at a public meeting. 
tall, handsom Dr. Fir said the 
government has no plans of its 

is reinforced by her teachers and own for the coal industry and is 
playmates. We all learn to play relying on surveys made for 
these roles, to conceal our Kaiser. 
strengths, even to repress and "I felt it necessary to take the 
forget that we are strong. We pOSition of president of the 
forget that a plastic, bleach Land Preservation Society in 
blond slim glossy photo does not addition to my duties as 
represent a real woman. husband and father because of 

Just think what this does to the grave situation we now 
an Indian girl as she begins to face," he said as he raised his left 
look around her and see her 18 inch bicep. 
Mommy has brown skin and . With a smile and a slight 

black hair and does hard work dd:::;m~p~"",:;":",:::h;~"~h:;"::... h~':.:'~dd~'~d.~"~' ..!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~~~~~!!!!!!!!!!!!~ 
and shares the burden of the -
fam ily with a man. She knows 
her mother is strong, she knows 
her mother is beautiful but a 
child soon learns to doubt in a 
hostile environment. 

FROM KITS BEACH AT 1:30 TO THE COURT HOUSE 

She resents the fact that her 
black hair, different culture, 
family life, her strength, her 
whole person is rejected by our 
society's definition of what a 
woman is. 

Both white women and Indian 
women have been sold this image 
of what they are supposed to be. 
Indian women resent white 
women for we represent this 
plastic image. There can be no 

image for women to follow as we 
begin to realize each and every 
one of us is an indiyidual. We 
recognize that we are all very 
beautiful and have great 
potential strength that has been 
den ied us for too long. A 
beautiful woman is one who has 
black or brown or white skin 
color that has begun to struggle 
for her identity and that of her 
sisters. 

Indian women are in some 
important respects in a very 
different situation than we are. 
They cannot get jobs and neither 
can Indian men. As our class 
society places the white male at 
the top of the hierarchy, so he 
places the Indian women at the 
very bottom. On the reservation, 
however, there is still equality 
with the men. 

In a capitalist system, racism 
is used very effectively to divide 
people from each other. While 

women fight against each other, 
poor whites fight against the 
Indian people in a desperate 
grasp for status. 

Whoo an Indian woman leayes 
the reservation to try to earn 
some money she begins to realize 
she will only get recognition as 
existing if she marries a white 
man. Then she loses her legal 
status as an Indian and becomes 
a 'person' and . -her children 
become white with no rights to 
live on her home reservation. 

These are just a few of the 
dehumanizing oppressive 
situations that all Indian women 
are born into. 

we must speak up. 

What this means in terms of 
white women must be discussed 
and worked on. We must realize 
how it affects each one of us 
white women. It is imperative 
that the depths of our 
exploitation of each other be 
analyzed and struggled with. 

This means more than an 
intellectual acknowledgement of 

By JANIEL JOLLEY and 
MARCY COHEN 

The American Deserters 
Committee has asked women's 
liberation, Vancouver Black 
Action Group, Natiye Alliance 
for Red Power and student 
groups to join them in an action 
on March 14th. The intent of 
this action is to bring together 
women, blacks, youth, workers 
and American exiles. By 
organizing around and 
participating in this March we 
can begin to understand why the 
system deliberately separates us 
from each other. 

The G.1. identifies with the 
discontent at home because he 
too has no control over his life 
in the army or the system that 
PUt him there. He goes into the 
army because he has been 
strcamed into the work force 
after grade 12 or into trade or 
technical schools. 
G.L's generally don't question 
the fact that they are going into 
the army in the same way that 
women don't question their 
destinies as wives and mothers or 

the desperate situation of Indian secretanes. 
women who are struggling not The G.1. while in Vietnam 
only for self determination but comes to understand the way in 
also for their existence. This which racism and male 
means that we must support with supremacy divide him from his 
funds, resources, energy and loye people. It makes it easier for the 
the groups our Indian sisters are G.1. to kill when the army 
working with, such as the Natiye presents him with an image of 
Alliance for Red Power (NAAP). the enemy as a "gook" with no 
This means we must protest the human identity. 
taking away of their rights in When he looks back home, he 
Chretien's white paper on Indian finds that black people are rising 
affairs. It means that we must up in the ghettos, that women 
stop mining companies from and young people are beginning 
mOVing in on the Sechelt to challenge a system that 
peninsula. It means that we must defines their lives and directs 

~~:~~ja~::n;=~:~ ~:~r~~;haa: ~;~~s e~:;~~~t: :::~:~ t~aa~ 
human needs. 

non-Indian. This means that we 
must speak up, step in and stop 
white men from abusing Indian There are proportionately 
women in any situation. The morc black and brown people 
struggle to fight our oppression serving in thc armed forces. 
can only give us strength and rhcse people have traditionally 

March 
Throughout modern history, 

women have also been used as a 
marginal cheap pool of labor. 
During the first and second 
world wars, women were 
integrated into every area of [he 
work force to replace inen 
overseas. When the wars came to 
an end v.'Omen were forced back 
into the home. Benery Friedan's 
book, The Feminine Mystique, 
talks about the enormous 
advertising campaign necessary 
to eonyince women that their 
return to the home was a 
victory, not a defeat. 

Representatiyes of manpower 
and counsellors accept the 
businessmen's definition that 
what is good for his corporation 
is good for the people. 

The interests of businessmen 
arc not our interests. The 
education system which 
re in forces economic and 
psychological inferiority in 
women makes it possible for 
them to pay us low wages which 
keeps the wages of all working 
people down. 

Women, stlll bound up in 
their traditional role, act as a 
conservative force. They put 
tremendous pressure on their 
husbands to bring home more 
money and act in a soeiallv 
responsible way. . 

One of the most important 
tasks of women organized 
around their own oppression is 
to educate all peoples as to the 
commonality of their problems. 

Working men must learn that 
racism and chauvinism arc used 
against them! They are 
conditioned to take their anger 
OUt on their wive5, rather than 
the boss: they are taught to hate 
"niggers" and Indians rather 
than the system . 

unity; neither color nor culture is been used as a marginal labor It is an exciting opponunin' 
a barrier. force, easil ),' manipulated by the for us as women to march i~ 

There are factors that can give milltary and corporations. SOlidarity with ~' outh, Nati\'c 
us freedom and an alternative to people, blacks and working _ 
our society. The channelling of working people who understand rhe 

As white women we must dass youth imo the army and integrity of our mo\·cmcnt _ 
recoglize our oppression and the psychological mUlilation who understand th:1t women's 
J1~w .\ Wf! OPP{e$S,. n~n ; \(IIhit~., .n~d , by, raci~ll parallels the ~ li~e.ra[~.n . ~ is '. ~'<;·<:5r.UYl ,,;~ for 
women. The struggle beginS now. situation of womcn. people's liber:l.lion. 
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our own womb, 
body and soul 

NOW!" 

February 14, 1970 

AWARD 

FOR HU\1ANlTARIAN SERVICES 

with LOVE frum 
VancouYcr 

Wom~n's Caucus 
Canada 

"She wallts to he ahle to guide hcr oWlllife. Sh~ walliS t" dctL'rmine if she 
wants this child. y~s or no. You wond~r who is this hig p~rStlll who can 
harden himself. hcrsd(. to say 'you should do so, you ~h"uld get this 
child. 'Wc push women so carly into motherhood W~ hrainwash 
them into the idca th~y haY~ to beeull\e muthers V~ry eady we give 
girls the Illessag~ . 'don't be as smart as men, be sw~et. he depend~nt on 
men. Your first job is to please men.' We t~ach women to b~ attractivc tu 
catch a 11Ian. [( thne is a woman whu speaks up in an effective, aggr~'ssiv~ 
wa), mall says, 'my goJ, isn't sh~' masculine.' No wonder women in some 
way havl' an inferiority complex." [)r. A.F. K""11le 

TO 
DR. A.F. KOOME 

Remon, Washington. USA 

fwm "1 our of 4, An Abortion 
Primcr," W<Hlll:n's Lih<.:ration, S~'altle 

FIGHT FOR DAY CARE 
By SUE CLAUS 
- The women at Vancouver 
City College arc working very 
hard to set up a community day 
car~ centre in the home of Mary 
Easterson, a VCC student who in 
.\1ay will be a qualified 
pre~school teacher. But the 
battle to comply with all the 
regulations is difficult to win 
without a great deal of money. 

Community day care would 
afford all the 
opportunity to have free time 
from the job of child-rearing as 
well as maintaining a good 
child-.cacher-parent relationship. 

The regulations set down by the 
government make it extremely 
difficult for a group of 
individuals to set up their own 
day care centre. The day care 
centre must have a qualified 
pre-school teacher. 

The gov~"fnment will 
subsidize approved and licensed 
day care centres. But without 
the license only four children 
can be looked after and ther~ is 
no government subsidy. At 
present, day care centres only 
take children from three to five 
years of age. [n order to take in 
younger children, a nurse plus 

heJs must he av,tibbie.:. 
Since thc gOYernn".:nt sets 

down the r~-gulati()ns. it St.·~·lllS 

most appropriatc that they abo 
set up th~ community day care 
centres. This would takc the 
burden off the fcw concerned 
individuals and PUt the 
responsibility where it belongs, 
with the governmenT. After all a 
community day care centre 
would serv~ all [he people in the 
surrounding area. 

A[ VCC we a'rc close to 
applying for a liccnsed day care 
ccntre. But there arc still many 
n:gulations to l:Jc met before we 

JOIN WOMEN'S CAUCUS 
The general meeting of Women's Caucus Feb. 26 decided to establish a committee to facilitate 

co-ordination and communication between the groups that make up Women's Caucus. In the past few 
months, many more women have become involved in specific activities of Women's Caucus. But the 
strength of our movement depends on our ability to generalize those specific struggles, and unite women 
workers, students, housewives in the fight for women's liberation. The co·ordinating committee will 
include representatives from all groups plus people who are most involved in the work of Women's 
Caucus as a whole. I t will hold open meetings, fNery second Monday, beginning March 9. 

NORTH SHORE WORKING WOMEN and Kathy McAfee (15cents) 
"Feminine Mystique or Real Workshop on problems faced Day Care - Melody Killian (10 

OppresSion?': - Educational to ::n :r~~~e, w:r~:~/~ar~~a~ Mc~ei~lts~irth Control Handbook 

~:r:e~o;~:hl~:::I~~~~~~li:eo~~ and March 20 at 8:00 p.m., (free) 
Thursdays, March 12 and 19. Dr. Community Educational and 3 ~::t::sues of the Pedestal (10 
Kathleen Aberle will speak the Research Centre, 434 W. Pender. Women's Caucus Program (free) 
first fNening on 'The Evolution CELEBRATION 
of Women's Roles' and the slide "Bread and Roses", March 
show, prepared by Katherine 7th at 8:00 p.m., to celebrate 

INTRODUCTION 

Stone, will be shown. The 
seeond evening, Dr. Margaret 
Benston, liz Briemberg, Mary 
Stolk and Betsey Meadley will 
participate on a panel on aspects 
of oppression in the family. 

ABORTION 
Abortion Information Centre, 

T.uesdays, 7:30 p.m., 307 W. 
Broadway, Rm. 6. 

National action campaign for 
abortion as a human right: 
contact Women's Caucus office, 
879·9722. 

ARTISTS 
Contact Women Artists' 

Co·op, 137 Water St. or Pat 
Hoffer, 731-5412. Cooperative 
art tor women, the movement, 

ourself. 

International Women's Day. 
labor Temple, 307 W. 
Broadway. 

Films and discussion of 
women's liberation, March 8th 
at 1 :30, labor Temple, 307 W. 
Broadway. 

LITERATURE 
Reading material available by 

writing or dropping in, to 
Women's Caucus, Rm. 6, 307 W. 
Broadway, Vancouver 10. 

Poverty: Canada's legacy to 
Women - Alice James (10 
cents) 

Women's liberation: what, 
where, why & how - labor 
Temple, March 11. 
MOVEMENT LITERATURE 
Women: A Journal of liberation 

(bi-monthly) 3011 Guilford, 
Baltimore, Maryland, 21218. 
$1.25 per copy, No.'s 1 & 2 
(subscriptions $5.00.a year). 

Off Our Backs (bi·weekly 
newspaper) 2318 Ashmead 
Ptace NW., Washington, D.C., 
20009 (Subs - $6.00 per 
year). 

It Ain't Me Babe (bi·weekly 
newspaper) P.O. Box 6323, 
Albany, California, 94706 
($1.80 for 6 mos., $5.00 for 

The Political Economy of supporting sub.) 
Women's liberation - SUGGESTED READING 
Margaret 8enston (10 cents) The Second Sex - Simone de 

Bread and Roses - Myrna Wood Beauvoir 

r~c~ive a lieens~. Once the day 
car~ is licensed. Mary would like 
to sec the ccnuc takc on a 
hornc·like atmosphnc. There 
will hc 110 structurcd program, 
hut rather thc childrcn will he 
rr~c to do what inTer~sts thcm. 

A v~ry ill iponallt 
asp~ct will be th~ teadlcr, child, 
parent relationship. Mary hopcs 
the parents will take an active 
interest in their childr~n by 
participating possible 

we~'k -cnd excursions. 
,\ progrL"Ssivc cOllll11unity day 

Glre eentrc will be a grl'at ass~·t 
to the -Broadway and Oak Sc. 
area. Wc arc still asking for 
donations. Iloth moncy and 
equipment will he aprreciated as 
well as w~' would appreciate 
Yolullleers to hc!p work at the 
day care c~ntre 

["0 hdp, contact Mary 
Easterson, ~74·6600 after 4 
p.m., 736 W. 7th Ave. 

NEWS BRIEFS 
San francisco - Exhibition of Women's Arts and Crafts and photo 
exhibits March 7th and cel~bration .- Portraits of W(lmen - March 
8th, with clectronic music, p(letry dialogue and dance. A ra11y, Wilh 
women speakers from I~!aek Panther Party, I.os Siele, Wdfare 
IHghts, San Jose Women's I.iberation; is to bc hcld the afternoon "f 
March 9th on imperialism and high ~l'hool and workcrs strikes 

Amsterdam - Crazy Minas, named after Wilhdmina Druckcr, ,t 
famous Dutch suffragette, have heen kidnapping IlIcn for a secret 
"tfL-atmcnt". Unable to raid a heauty contest hecause of guards at 
the Joor, the girls grabbed Dutch film director I'irn dc Ia Para 
outside and kidnapped him. Their demands include e(lual pay for 
women, legaliz~-d abortion, birth control pills for tecnagers, bett~'r 

sex education in the schools and an elluahplitof household duti~s 
between husband and wif~. 

New York - An aU-woman collective took over liu.t, an underground 
newspapcr, after it published male chauvinist articles. Womcn (rolll 
Ked Stockings, WITCII, Cay Liberation, I.iberation News Service 
and Weathermen joined the wom~n on staff to put out thc next 
issue. 

Atlanta, Leorgia - The Atlanta Women's I.ibcration, with the black 
community. is organizing a defense fund for Dr. Luth W. McCaskill, 
a black doctor from Mississippi, who has been charged with Olurdcr 
by abortion. Atlanta women said, "1) Dr. McCaskill has spent 18 
months already in state penitentiar),; 2) the hlack eommunit)' has 
b-cen robbed of decent and often free medical hdp due to his 
absence; 3) a young woman is dead because of this society'S denial 
of her right to have a legal and safe abortion. Dr. McCaskill said the 
young woman came to his office for treatment having already 
received the abortion. Contributions can he sent to The McCaskill 
Defense Fund, clo Hen F. Jones, Chairman, 504 Florida Ave., 
Clarksdale, Mississippi. 

Washington, D.C. - The head of Planned Parenthood, Dr. Allen 
Guttmacher, told the S~nat~ sub·eommittee investigating the pill 
that oral contraception is the most effective <;afeguarJ againST "one 
of the gravl"St soeio·medical illnesses unwanted pregnancies." 

Pregnancies arc 15 times more dangerous than uking the pill, he 
said. 

THE PEDESTAL is now I subscriptionls) of THE PEDESTAL at $1.50 each 

, .. ~"",_ I 
We need your help! ~ 

Ib.ul,k o,~ers of 1000' '\loce.' 7, cents/coPX) . .I. 

publishing MONTHLY! 
We're looking forward to 
articles, letters etc. from 
all across Canada. 

please 

~nd 
(name) 

. ,) province) 

(address) 

(City) . , 
/ ',.j"" ' .... ',. :; 
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