Advanced Soci ol ogi cal Theory
Soci ol ogy and Ant hr opol ogy 850

Section: D100
Term 1998 Fal
I nstructor: DR DANY LACOVBE

Di scussi on Topi cs:

M chel Foucault’s work has enornously influenced the way contenporary schol ars and graduate
students in the social sciences and the humanities approach the study of social institutions,
i ndividuals and texts. Wile his work has been dism ssed as not really sociol ogy by
soci ol ogi sts, not proper history by historians, not (although not anti) fem nist by

fem nists, not radical by many marxists, post-nodern, post-structuralist or relativist (read
real bad) by foundationalists -- and the |ist goes on--Mchel Foucault has opened up the path
for interdisciplinary studies. 1In this course, | would like to focus on the significance of
Foucault’s work for interdisciplinary studies, in general, and for doing research in
particul ar.

As npst students will have to wite a thesis at sone point in their graduate career, | want
this "theory" course to provide you with some anal ytical skills and tools to construct your
own object of study. To this effect, we will read M chel Foucault’s semnal work on the

prison and sexuality, as well as essays and interviews where he discusses his approach to
doi ng research (geneal ogy). W wi ||l endeavor to understand how institutions and identities
which we take for granted, in fact, have been produced through a matri x of power relations.
From practices that nornalize and discipline to strategies that mnimze risks, a variety of
popul ations (the fit, the unfit, the sick, the deviant, dangerous youth, wonen, sexua

of fenders, and those at risk of beconmi ng al coholics, dangerous, serial killers, or at risk of
getting cancer, heart attacks, etc.) are identified and regul ated--they are nade-up so to
speak. It is this process of "nmmking-up" people that we will investigate through Foucault’s
wor k and those of scholars who have pursued his insights further

During the first 9 weeks of the course, we will do a close reading of Foucault’s texts and
those of his critics. During the |ast 4 weeks of the course, we will exam ne
interdisciplinary work influenced by, but not linmted to, Foucault’'s approach. | wll
provide a |list of texts, but students are wel cone to nmake suggesti ons.

Gradi ng: Sem nar presentations (2): 20%

1 during weeks 2 to 9

1 during weeks 10 to 13

Sem nar participation: 20%

6 reports on readings (@ to 6 pages each): 60%

Requi red Texts:

Foucault, M Discipline and Punish: the Birth of the Mddern Prison. Vintage Books, 1977 and
1995

Foucault, M History of Sexuality: An Introduction. Vintage Books, 1978 and 1990

O her reading materials required for the course will be onr

Recomrended Texts:
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Not es:

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was nmintai ned by SFU
Student Services and the University’'s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data mgrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



