
The Cultures, Languages and Origins of Canada’s First Peoples

First Nations Studies 101

Section: E100

Term: 2005 Spring

Instructor: Dr. Pat. O’Riley

Creation stories roar through the valley on the backs of harsh winter winds or flutter on 
leaves and crocus fur glistening in the spring sun; they lap up on river and lake shores each 
wave dashes forth memory-foam of past lifetim

Discussion Topics: This course is an introduction to the nature and goals of First Nations 
studies as an academic discipline; survey of prehistory, traditional cultures and aboriginal 
languges of Canada’s First Nations.

The voices of Aboriginal Peoples are highlighted in this course as they speak for themselves 
about their creation stories, artforms, technologies, and relationships with the land, both 
past and present. Aboriginal peoples live in the present and are directed by the experiences 
of community members, including their ancestors and in consideration of those who are to come 
- future generations. They also learn from non-Aboriginal people, from all that is alive, 
from all of creation. Also examined in this course, are the contradictions and challenges for 
Aboriginal Peoples as their so-called ’traditional ecological knowledges’ (TEK) are rapidly 
becoming the ’new frontier’ for western academic and business enterprises.

Grading: 15%  Leading a discussion

15%  Class participation and attendance

20%  Critical reflections on course readings

20%  Research assignment

30%  Essay on First Nations Studies

Required Texts: Liberte, Ron F. et al (2000). Expressions in Canadian Native Studies.  
Saskatoon, SK: University of Saskatchewan Extension Press.

Further required readings that will be placed on reserve in the library:

Cole, P. (2002).  land and language: trans

Recommended Texts: Battiste, Marie & Henderson, James (Sa\202ke\202j) Youngblood. (2000). 
Protecting Indigenous knowledge and heritage: A global challenge. Saskatoon, SK: Purich 
Publishing Ltd.

RCAP. (1994). Report of the Royal Commission of Aboriginal Peoples.  Ottawa, ON: Canada 
Communications Group.

UN. (1994). Draft Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Materials/Supplies: None



The Cultures, Languages and Origins of Canada’s First Peoples

Prerequisite/Corequisite: None

Notes: Deferred grades will be given ONLY on the basis of authenticated medical disability.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


