
Introducing Labour Studies

Labour Studies 101

Section: D100

Term: 2011 Fall

Instructor: John-Henry Harter
Email:\x09jhharter@sfu.ca
Office #:  TBA

Discussion Topics: Hate your job? Love your job? Trying to get one, or get out of one? Either 
way, most of us have to work for most of our lives. In this course, we will examine the 
nature of work and class in Canada. We will start by examining the history of working class 
organization in Canada and move onto an examination of the current state of the labour 
movement and working class politics. We will also look the contemporary nature of work and 
our economy. While our jobs often seem individual, isolated, temporary, even random, they are 
part of a global economic system, and so understanding work means understanding that system. 
We will think critically about work to better understand our own jobs, the Canadian economy, 
and globalization. 

The course will draw on students’ experiences and research, and we will develop research, 
writing, and presentation skills through the class assignments. In addition, lectures, 
tutorial discussions, films, and guest speakers will provide the tools we need to understand 
the increasingly complex world of work and labour. We’ll stress themes of social justice, 
technology, labour relations, and the work process, ranging from contingent labour to the 
boardroom.

Recommended Texts:  None

Materials:  None

Prerequisites: None

Notes:  None

Grading: EVALUATION:
Participation\x0915% - weekly participation and attendance
Short Assignments 10%\x09- tutorial assignments 
Essay\x0925% - essay on work experience
Mid-Term exam\x0920% - exam on terms, concepts, and history of labour
Final Exam  30% - exam based on readings and lectures\x09
All students are expected to read SFUs policies concerning academic dishonesty.
[T 10.02 and T 10.03]. The policies can be read at these websites: 
www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/t10-02.htm and www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/t10.03.htm. 

Required Texts: Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed: On not getting by in America (Owl, 2002)
 
Michael Zweig, The Working Class Majority (Cornell University Press, 2001)

Errol Black and Jim Silver, Building a Better World: an introduction to Trade unionism in 
Canada (Fernwood, 2001)
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Mark Leier, Rebel Life

Recommended Texts: None

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

Notes: None

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


